
MID-COLUMBIA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

 
 

SUBJECT:  Child Transports on The LINK 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
POLICY: 
 
This policy applies to children under 12 years of age who are eligible for transportation services 
through Mid-Columbia Council of Governments (MCCOG) Transportation Department and to 
children and young adults, hereinafter referred to as “child” or “children”, with special physical 
or developmental needs, regardless of age. 
 
A. Dial-A-Ride Transportation (The LINK) 
 

1. Parents or legal guardians must provide an attendant to accompany the children 
while traveling to and from appointments. Children under five years of age and 
children with special physical or developmental needs, regardless of age, must 
have an attendant with them for their entire trip.  
 

2. An attendant may be the mother, father, stepmother, stepfather, grandparent or 
legal guardian of the child. The attendant also may be any adult the parent or 
legal guardian authorizes to be an attendant. An attendant also may be a 
brother, sister, stepbrother or stepsister of the child as long as the attendant is 
at least 18 years of age, and the parent or legal guardian authorizes it. 
 

3. Children five through twelve years old may ride the bus alone if there is an adult 
at the place of departure and arrival. If the point of departure or arrival is a 
school that is in session, no direct adult supervision is required. One adult may 
supervise a group of children, for example, a block parent supervising a 
neighborhood group waiting for a ride to school. To make arrangements for your 
child to ride when no adult supervision is available, please contact MCCOG 
Transportation Office.  

 
4. A parent may sign a waiver of responsibility to allow their five to twelve year old 

child to ride The LINK without adult supervision at the pick-up and drop-off 
points. Once the signed waiver is received by the MCCOG Transportation Office, 
the drivers will be notified to allow pickup and drop off of the child without adult 
supervision. Please call the MCCOG Transportation Office for more information. 
 



5. MCCOG may require the child’s parent or legal guardian to provide written 
authorization for an attendant other than himself/herself to accompany the 
child. 
 

6. MCCOG may not bill additional charges for a child’s attendant. 
7. The attendant must accompany the child from the pickup location to the 

destination and on the return trip.  
 

8. The LINK Driver shall not transport a child if a parent or legal guardian fails to 
provide a child safety seat that complies with state law.  

 
B.  Non-Emergency Medical Transportation (NEMT) 
 

1. Parents or legal guardians must provide an attendant to accompany the 
children while traveling to and from medical appointments except when: 

 The driver is a DHS volunteer, DHS employee or an Authority employee; 

 The child requires secured transport per OAR 40-10-136-3120; or  

 An ambulance subcontractor transports the child for NEMT services and 
COG reimburses the ambulance subcontractor at the ambulance 
transport rate. 

 
2. For NEMT children, no waivers are allowed.  

 
3.     Attendants are required for NEMT ambulance transports when MCCOG 

uses an ambulance to provide wheelchair or stretcher car or van rides. 
 

4. If DHS written guidelines for children in DHS custody, including written 
guidelines for volunteer drivers, differ from this policy, DHS’s requirements 
or administrative rules take precedence. 

 
5. An attendant may be the mother, father, stepmother, stepfather, 

grandparent or legal guardian of the child. The attendant also may be any 
adult the parent or legal guardian authorizes to be an attendant. An 
attendant also may be a brother, sister, stepbrother or stepsister of the 
child as long as the attendant is at least 18 years of age, and the parent or 
legal guardian authorizes it. 

 
6. MCCOG or its subcontractors may require the child’s parent or legal 

guardian to provide written authorization for an attendant other than 
himself/herself to accompany the child. 

 
7. MCCOG or its subcontractors shall not bill additional charges for a child’s 

attendant. 
 



8. The attendant must accompany the child from the pickup location to the 
destination and on the return trip. The attendant must also remain with 
the child during his/her appointment. Another person shall not accompany 
the attendant unless the parent or legal guardian authorizes it or unless the 
other person is an eligible child travelling to the same location for a 
medical appointment. 

 
9. The subcontractor shall not transport a child if a parent or legal guardian 

fails to provide a child safety seat that complies with state law.  
  



 
 

Authorization and Waiver to Transport Child 
 
Authorization Is Valid From ________________ to _____________________ 
  
Child’s First Name: _________________________ Child’s Last Name: ________________________  
 
Child’s Date of Birth: _________________  
 

I authorize The LINK to transport my minor child in a LINK vehicle, driven by an individual authorized by 
Mid-Columbia Council of Governments. I understand my child is expected to follow all applicable laws 
regarding riding in a motor vehicle and is expected to follow the directions provided by the driver and/or 
staff or volunteer.  

 
I have read, understand, and discussed with my child:  

(1) My child will travel in a motor vehicle driven by an adult and my child is to wear their  

Safety belt during travel;  

(2) My child is expected to listen to supervising staff/driver, respect staff and other children, the 
vehicles they ride in, and the people they travel with during the trip;  

(3) Riding in a motor vehicle may result in personal injuries or death from wrecks, collisions or acts 
by riders, other drivers, or objects; and,  

(4) My child is to remain in their seat and not be disruptive to the driver of the vehicle.  
(5) The LINK is not a school bus nor is under the requirements of the Department of Education, but 

is a common carrier and is under no further obligation than to transport my child. 

 
Initial Each Statement  

_______ I recognize that riding motor vehicle transportation, my child may risk personal injury or 
permanent loss. I hereby attest and verify I have been advised of the potential risks, and I have full 
knowledge of the risks involved in this activity, and I assume any expenses incurred in the event of 
an accident, illness, or other incapacity, regardless of whether I have authorized such expenses.  

_______ As a condition for the transportation received, I, for myself, my child, my executors and 
assigns, further agree to release and forever discharge The LINK and Mid-Columbia Council of 
Governments and their agents, officers, employees and volunteers from any claim that I might have 
myself or that I could bring on my child’s behalf with regard to any damages, demands or actions 
whatsoever, including those based on negligence, in any manner arising out of this transportation.  

_______ I have read this entire waiver and authorization form, I fully understand its terms and 
conditions, and I agree to be legally bound by its terms.  

Parent/Guardian Name: ________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________          ________________      
Parent/Guardian Signature         Date 


