
 
Northern Wasco County Parks and Recreation District 

Board Meeting Minutes 

May 16th, 2018 

NWCPRD, 602 W. 2nd Street, The Dalles, OR 97058 

Catherine Whalen called the meeting to order at 5:03 pm. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Catherine Whalen, Marcus Denney, Annette Byers, Tracy Dugick. 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Travis Dray. 

STAFF PRESENT: Scott Baker, Stacey Ihrig 

STAFF ABSENT: None. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Tom Peachey: District Counsel 

GUEST PRESENT: None. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Catherine Whalen asked if there were any additions or changes to the agenda.  No additions or changes 

were made.  Tracy Dugick made a motion to approve the agenda.  Annette Byers seconded the motion.  

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Catherine called for a motion to approve the April 18th, minutes.  Marcus Denney made a motion to 

approve the minutes.  Tracy seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

ORAL COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE: 

Steve Conover addressed the Board about the fence that was placed across the park at Firehouse Park 

to separate the play area and the open green space.  Steve expressed that he is very dissatisfied with the 

decision to put up a fence across the park.  Steve attended the Community Meeting regarding Firehouse 

Park and the Off Leash policy for all District parks.  He understood that the majority ruled in favor of 

extending off-leash hours at Firehouse Park and doesn’t understand why the choice of putting up a 

fence was made.  The Board expressed that they felt the best way to address the ongoing issues at 

Firehouse Park was to place the fence up there so it would accommodate both parties and minimize the 

issues.  Steve also expressed frustration due to the lack of water, shade, and seating on the open green 

space side for dog owners and their dogs.  Steve stated that the park gets very little usage from families 

and kids and that there is more dog owners up there with their dogs.  Steve would like to see the fence 

removed, and gates put back on and off leash hours extended.  Steve also stated that the park is “self-



policing” meaning dog owners and non-dog owner’s work well in communicating and making sure it is 

ok for dogs to be off leash when kids are up there.   Larry Largent also addressed the Board as he is a 

dog owner and feels the same as Steve about the fence going up at Firehouse Park.  Larry is concerned 

about the lack of amenities such as shade, water and seating. Dog owners don’t have enough space to 

use a chuck-it to play fetch with their dogs, and on hot days Larry has to wait until dusk to go to the park 

since there is no shade.  Larry stated he doesn’t understand why the fence was put in place when the 

majority of the attendees of the Community Meeting voted for extending hours.  Scott stated that there 

is a need for a larger dedicated dog park.  Scott has been tasked by the Board to start the process of 

implementing a dedicated dog within the next six months.  Firehouse is not a dedicated dog park; 

however the Board directed staff to put up the fence across the park as a temporary solution until the 

dedicated dog park is established.  Catherine stated that this issue warrants a revisit and should be 

opened back up for discussion to find the best solution.  Catherine asked Larry and Steve to gather list of 

people to support their concerns that the Board and Staff could reach out too. 

FINACIAL REPORT:  

Scott provided a copy of the District’s bank statements through the end of April for review.  The City of 

The Dalles was unable to provide up-to-date financials due to the transition of switching from MCCOG 

over to the City for bookkeeping.   

DIRECTORS REPORT: 

Scott stated for the first time in a while the District is fully staffed, including lifeguards.  The Splash Park 

has been “On” the last few days since it has been warm, and there were quite a few people in 

attendance.  Next week we will be doing interviews for a full-time maintenance person.  Scott also 

wanted to let the Board know that the pump at Sorosis has died and there is quite a few problems going 

on with the irrigation up there.  Scott has reached out to Bryant Pipe & Supply and others to try and get 

some help with the irrigation.  Scott also wanted to let the Board know that Randy Munsen is able to 

come out to City Park to level out the path that goes through the park, and it should be done before 

Farmers Market starts up for the season.  Scott would like the Board’s thoughts on whether they would 

like to move forward with redoing the path in City Park, the cost is $4,200.  Alternately the funds could 

be directed toward Sorosis irrigation.  The Board did feel that the path needs to be redone and told 

Scott to move forward with having it done.  Catherine suggested that Scott send a note to Don & Brenda 

Coats to let them know about the challenges going on with Sorosis irrigation because they will be 

concerned if they are unaware.   Tracy asked if it was in the works for shade structures to be placed 

down by the splash pad.  Scott stated that it is something he can look into and get some prices if the 

Board would like him to pursue that.  The Board agreed they would like him to get some pricing. 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

None. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

None. 

OLD BUSINESS: 



Enterprise Zone Letter/Resolution 

Scott and the Board decided that the enterprise zone resolution of the Northern Wasco County Parks & 

Recreation District Board of Directors relating to its Position Regarding The Dalles/Wasco County 

Enterprise Zone Program is no longer needed.  Catherine did suggest a summary letter needs to be 

written.  Tom suggested that a motion be made to approve for Scott to write a summary letter.  Tracy 

Dugick made a motion to approve for Scott to write a letter relating to the position regarding the 

Dalles/Wasco County Enterprise Zone Program.  Marcus Denney seconded the motion.  The motion 

passed unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Tan Resolution 

Catherine Whalen read resolution 2018-02 which authorizes the Northern Wasco County Parks & 

Recreation District to execute a Tax Anticipation Note from Community Bank for the purpose of 

providing parks and recreation services and delegating authority to the Executive Director to sign loan 

documents.  Tracy Dugick a motion to approve resolution 2018-02.  Annette Byers seconded the motion.  

The motion passed unanimously. 

NEXT MEETING DATE: 

June 20th, 2018 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REMARKS: 

None. 

FOLLOW UP ITEMS: 

 Reopen/revisit the decision made regarding the dog off leash hours and newly installed fence at 

Firehouse Park 

 Send Don & Brenda Coats a letter to let them know about the challenges going on up at Sorosis 

Park because they will be concerned if they are unaware.    

 Write a summary letter that was approved by motion regarding the position with the Enterprise 

Zone program. 

 Add Urban Renewal to Board Agenda moving forward. 

 Bring back prices for shade options around the Splash pad. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Catherine Whalen adjourned the meeting at 6:30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

Attested to: 

 



             

Board Chair      Board Secretary 

 

 

 


