
 
Northern Wasco County Parks and Recreation District 

Board Meeting Minutes 

July 17th, 2019 

NWCPRD, 602 W. 2nd Street, The Dalles, OR 97058 

Catherine Whalen called the meeting to order at 5:00 pm. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Catherine Whalen, Annette Byers, Tracy Dugick, Marcus Denney, Brewster 

Whitmire  

BOARD MEMBERS EXCUSED: None. 

STAFF PRESENT: Scott Baker, Emily Scobee 

STAFF EXCUSED: None. 

OTHERS PRESENT: District Council, Tom Peachey. 

GUEST PRESENT: None. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Catherine Whalen asked if there were any additions or changes to the agenda. Scott mentioned that 

Tom Peachey recommended moving Election of Officers and Oath of Office up to the top of the agenda. 

Marcus Denney made a motion to move new business items A and B up to agenda items 2. A and 2. B. 

Tracy Dugick seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

ELECTION RESULTS:  

Tracy Dugick was re-elected as Director, position 2 with 1625 votes to 10 write-ins. Brewster Whitmire 

was elected to the Director position 3 with 1553 votes to 5 write-ins. Annette Byers made a motion to 

accept these election results. Marcus Denney seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

OATH OF OFFICE: 

District Council Tom Peachey swore Brewster Whitmire in as Director position # 3 on the Northern 

Wasco County Parks and Recreation District Board of Directors.  

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS:  

Annette Byers made a motion to keep all positions the same, with Catherine Whalen as President, 

Marcus Denney as Vice President, and Tracy Dugick as Secretary. Brewster Whitmire seconded the 

motion. The motion passed unanimously.  



 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Catherine Whalen called for a motion to approve the May 15th minutes.  Tracy Dugick made a motion to 

approve the May 15th minutes.  Annette Byers seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

ORAL COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE: 

None. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

Daniel Bonham sent Brewster a card congratulating him on his election to the Board of Directors. Scott 

also shared with the board various thank you cards and letters the District has received.  

 

FINANCIAL REPORT: 

June 30th was the final day in the 2018-2019 fiscal year, so the June financials serve as a sort of year-in-

review. One change that was made to the financials was adding in beginning cash balance as a revenue 

line. Our beginning cash balance is whatever our cash balance in the bank was at the end of the prior 

fiscal year. We started this fiscal year with $196k and, per our June financials, we ended the 18-19 fiscal 

year with $407k in the bank account. We brought in a total of $786,789.65 in current year tax, along 

with $30,002.52 in prior year tax and unsegregated tax interest. This means we brought in $86k more in 

current year taxes than we budgeted which is great. We finished out the year with Admin expenditures 

at 82% of the budgeted amount, Parks and 99.6% of the budgeted amount, Recreation at 85%, and 

Aquatics at 80%. Due to ending the year with such a strong cash balance in the bank, it should only be 

about 2-3 years until we no longer need a tax anticipation note for July through November. We brought 

in a total of $183,849.00 in System Development Charges for the 18-19 fiscal year. Pool sales are 

definitely not as strong this year due to unseasonably cool weather, although through the various 

scholarship programs available this year we have processed 145 family swim passes, and 28 swim lesson 

sessions to families who may have otherwise not been able to afford it.  

 

DIRECTORS REPORT: 

On September 9th Scott will be presenting our Masterplan at the City Council meeting. Scott still meets 

monthly with City Manager Julie Krueger and they often discuss projects that we could partner with the 

city on. One project that has been identified is the need for the River Front Trail to be completely re-

sealed, which is an estimated cost of about $100k. City Manager Julie Kreuger will be going before the 

City Council at the July 22nd meeting to ask the city to pay for this project out of their special projects 

fund. Over the past couple of months, we’ve had a number of things break or fail, such as one of our 

pool boilers and a pump at riverfront park, so we have already spent about $6,000 out of other 

contractual services. Our summer programming is doing really well, and the majority of swim lessons are 

completely full. Catherine thanked Scott for the article in The Dalles Chronicle addressing the dead grass 

at Sorosis Park, and also asked him about replanting. Scott said that we are still a couple years away 

from the replanting process. He has received two bids for the irrigation project: Jordan Chelsea 

Landscaping and F.L.I Landscape.  

 



COMMITTEE REPORT: 

None. 

 

URBAN RENEWAL REPORT:  

Urban Renewal has sold the blue building behind the Granada and the new owner plans to develop it 

into a hostel. They will be requesting project proposals again for the Tony’s building instead of listing it 

for sale.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

None. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

None. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Meeting Dates and Times FY2019-2020: Catherine stated that in the past we have not held an August 

meeting, although with missing the June meeting do we want to have a regularly scheduled one in 

August? Yes, the board agrees unanimously to hold an August meeting, and agree with all of the 

proposed meeting dates for the upcoming year.  

 

Auditor Contract:   Our current contract with Friend and Reagan as our auditors expired with the 

previous fiscal year. It is at the discretion of the board weather they would like to continue contracting 

with Friend and Reagan or search for an alternative firm. Catherine asked if there was a motion to 

renew our contract with Friend and Reagan for an additional three years? Tracy Dugick made the motion 

and Annette Byers seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

ORPA and SDAO Annual Conferences: Scott wanted to make the board aware of the conference and 

continuing education opportunities in the coming year. ORPA will be holding their annual conference 

October 14-16th, 2019 in Portland OR. SDAO will have their annual conference on February 6-9th, 2020 in 

Seaside OR. All board members are invited to attend either conference.  

 

NEXT MEETING DATE: 

August 21st, 2019 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REMARKS:  

Tracy Dugick thanked Scott for a great financial report and the great job he has done with the District’s 

budget. Everyone happily welcomes Brewster to the Board of Directors.  

 

 

 

 



FOLLOW UP ITEMS:  

• Scott will make a decision regarding which bid to accept and start moving forward with the 

Sorosis irrigation project.  

• Catherine is working on updating our District’s By-Laws and will present those for adoption at a 

future meeting.  

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Catherine Whalen adjourned the meeting at 6:13 pm. 

 

Attested to: 

 

             

Board Chair      Board Secretary 

 

 

 


