
 
Northern Wasco County Parks and Recreation District 

Board Meeting Minutes 

November 29th, 2017 

NWCPRD, 602 W. 2nd Street, The Dalles, OR 97058 

Catherine Whalen called the meeting to order at 5:01pm. 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Catherine Whalen, Tracy Dugick, Travis Dray, Marcus Denney. 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: Annette Byers 

STAFF PRESENT: Scott Baker, Stacey Ihrig 

STAFF ABSENT: None. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Tom Peachey: District Counsel, Dominic Segona: Peachey & Myers 

GUEST PRESENT: None. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Catherine Whalen asked if there are additions or changes that needed to be made to the Agenda.  Scott 

stated that he added some additional correspondence under the Correspondence section of the agenda.  

No approval was requested.  Catherine moved forward with the meeting. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

Catherine Whalen asked if there were any changes that needed to be made to the October 25th minutes.  

Scott stated that Annette had emailed over some spelling changes to Stacey and she will correct those.  

Tracy Dugick made a motion to approve the October 25th minutes.  Travis Dray seconded the motion.  

The motion passed unanimously. 

ORAL COMMUNICATION FROM THE AUDIENCE: 

None. 

FINANCIAL REPORT: 

Scott wanted to let the Board know that The City of The Dalles will be taking over the District’s 

bookkeeping.  Scott will be meeting with the City over the next couple weeks to work out an MOU.    

MCCOG has sent over District data for the City to start reviewing.  Scott also wanted to let the Board 

know that staff has decided to separate the payroll and billing so Northwest Payroll will now be taking 

over our payroll.  Scott also wanted to highlight that with the City doing the bookkeeping he will have 

access to online reporting.  Scott also wanted to highlight that the District has around $280k in SDC 



funds right now, exceeding budget projections.  All the other funds are in line with the budget. Scott 

explained that although the Capital Outlay shows a deficit, we have received donated money for the 

new bus that will offset that amount.  Scott also wanted to point out that under the line item Other 

Contractual Service the District budgeted $36k and only $2k has been spent, but that will be spent in 

getting the parks cleaned up this spring and ready for the season. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT: 

Scott shared that the District is currently hosting a chainsaw certification class to take down 17 trees up 

at Sorosis that were killed by the pine bark beetle.  The District teamed up ODFW to put on this class 

where 8 people will be taught how to safely take down trees.  Youth Services is donating their time to 

chip the wood, and the Community Action Program will be receiving a large amount of the wood to help 

people heat their homes.  Scott also stated that the trees will be replaced.  Catherine wanted to share 

with the board that Ian Chandler who was a soccer coach with GSL was quite upset about the “trash 

talk” on Facebook about the field use misunderstanding we discussed in the last meeting.  Catherine 

shared with him the summary in the minutes regarding the situation because it was not clear to the 

coaches what had happened and what the facts behind the situation were.  Travis asked if GSL paid their 

invoice and Scott responded that they had paid the $400 invoice.  Scott stated that the conversation 

that occurred when Matt Dallman came in the office wasn’t great, but that they had spoken since and 

that the relationship is much better. 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

None. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

None. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Farmers Market Proposal 

Scott wanted to discuss the proposal that Farmers Market has requested which states that for the next 

three seasons they would like to pay a reduced rate of $500 per season.  Staff recommends that the 

District approve their request for reduced fees, and agree to their other proposed terms, in light of the 

community benefit that the Market provides.  The Board felt the $500 amount was a suitable fee for the 

season, but also felt that a lot can change in three years and that it would be more realistic to agree 

upon $500 for the 2018 season and then renegotiate after the 2018 season.  Catherine called for a 

motion to approve the agreed upon fee structure for the Farmers market.  Travis made a motion to 

approve the requested $500 rate for the Farmers Market for the 2018 season only with expectation they 

provide incremental, financial reports for the 2018 season to reevaluate  the fee structure for the 

seasons there after.  Marcus seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

None. 

 

 



URBAN RENEWAL UPDATE: 

Scott stated that Urban Renewal has three large projects under consideration.  The first project being 

that Tokola would like to develop the property downtown and turn the upper floors into apartments 

and the street level would be commercial businesses.  The second project is a 100 room hotel 

downtown. Lastly, is a First Avenue Street Scape which essentially would be taking First Street and 

making it more appealing from the freeway and having it be like a walkable plaza.  Scott stated that the 

Urban Renewal Board seems pretty excited about the Tokola project because it creates housing, and 

brings more people to downtown.  The new hotel is also appealing as it would create several jobs.  

Catherine added that she would like the Board to understand that the reason the Urban Renewal was 

added to the agenda was so the Board could be kept updated on what projects are in the works and 

how they would affect the District.  Scott stated that the District is impacted by these projects because 

they have potential to being in more SDC revenue to the District.  Travis and Tracy both stated that they 

like that it was added as a reoccurring agenda item. 

 

NEW BUISNESS: 

RTP/LGGP Grant Ideas 

Scott stated that it’s almost time to do the Budget process again and part of that process is grant 

matches.  Scott would like the Board’s input on if they would like Scott to budget for some grant 

matches this year or if they would like to wait since the District is currently in the master planning 

process and project planning is part of that process.  Scott stated that if the Board is interested in 

pursuing grants then he would like the Board to come back to the next meeting with what they would 

like to see happen if approved for grants.  Travis thinks it is a good idea to go after some grants to get a 

jump on some projects and not wait for the Masterplan to be complete because they could be a lot of 

time just sitting and waiting.  The Board agreed that it sounds like a good idea and Catherine thought 

some good ideas that Scott mentioned would be Sorosis Trail maintenance and keeping the Riverfront 

Trail open in the winter.  They’re not new ideas, but are projects the community would like to see done.  

Scott also mentioned updating the exercise equipment up at Sorosis and moving it closer to the play 

structure.  The Board will come back with some more ideas to the next meeting and Scott will come up 

with some prices and let the Board know where the matches will come from. 

 

Catherine Whalen adjourned the regular meeting at 5:56pm 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Recess to Executive Session in accordance with ORS 192.660(2)(i) – to review 

and evaluate the employment-related performance of the chief executive officer or any public body, a 

public officer, employee or staff member who does not request an open hearing. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION – Executive Session in accordance with ORS 192.660(2)(h) – to consult with 

counsel concerning the legal rights and duties of a public body with regard to current litigation or 

litigation likely to be filed. 

Catherine Whalen resumed the regular meeting at 6:52pm 

 

 



NEXT MEETING DATE: 

January 17th, 2018 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REMARKS 

None. 

 

Catherine Whalen adjourned the meeting at 6:54pm. 

 

 

 

Attested to: 

 

 

             

Board Chair      Board Secretary 
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